3. GRACE FOR THE MAN

A. A Plan

“And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he
put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps
within the pitchers. 17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do
likewise: and, behold, when | come to the outside of the camp, it shall
be that, as | do, so shall ye do. 18 When | blow with a trumpet, | and
all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of
all the camp, and say, The word of the Lord, and of Gideon. ” (Judges
7:16-18)

“But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is
impossible; but with God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26)

UNUSUAL WEAPONS

UNUSUAL STRATEGY

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

AMAZING RESULTS

B. A Victory

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not. ” (Galatians 6:9)

Quote: “Wars are not won by evacuations.” — Sir Winston
Churchill

CONCLUSION
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GRACE TO BUILD FAITH - GIDEON

Text: Judges 6:1-13

“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD
delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand of Midian
prevailed against Israel: and because of the Midianites the children of Israel
made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong holds. 3
And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the Midianites came up, and the
Amalekites, and the children of the east, even they came up against them; 4 And
they encamped against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth, till thou
come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor
ass. 5 For they came up with their cattle and their tents, and they came as
grasshoppers for multitude; for both they and their camels were without
number: and they entered into the land to destroy it. 6 And Israel was greatly
impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto
the LORD. 7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried unto the
LORD because of the Midianites, 8 That the LORD sent a prophet unto the
children of Israel, which said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, |
brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house of bondage;
9 And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of
all that oppressed you, and drave them out from before you, and gave you their
land; 10 And I said unto you, | am the LORD your God; fear not the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice. 11 And
there fame an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah,
that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by
the winepress, to hide if from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD
appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man
of valour. 13 And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us,
whey then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers
told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the
LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the
Midianites. (Judges 6:1-13)



Oppressing Nation

Othniel Aramean King
Ehud Eglon-Moab
Shamgar Philistines
Deborah & Barak Canaanites-Sisera
Gideon Midianites & Amalekites
1. GRACE FOR A MAN
A. Gideon Was

“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” (Matthew
16:24)

. Gideon Was

GIDEON’S HUMBLE REACTION

Quote: “Never doubt in the night what God told you in the
light.” — V. Raymond Edman

“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will |
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

GOD’S CONFIRMING ANSWER

“And be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: ” (1
Peter 5:5b-6)

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: ”
(Philippians 1:6)

2. GRACE FOR AN MAN
A A Faith

“Behold, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the
dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth
beside, then shall | know that thou wilt save Israel by mine
hand, as thou hast said.” (Judges 6:37)

Quote: “I prayed for faith and it did not come, but when |
read the Word of God then faith came.” — Dwight Moody

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” (Romans 10:17)

. The of Faith

“And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too
many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt
themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. 3 Now
therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever
is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount
Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand;
and there remained ten thousand. ” (Judges 7:2-3)

THE FEARFUL WERE RELEASED FROM DUTY

THE NEGLIGENT WERE RELEASED FROM DUTY

THE FAITHFUL 300 REMAINED

“For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord,

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”
(Jeremiah 29:11)



