“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:21)
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“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be taxed. ? (And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one
into his own city. * And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) ° To be taxed with Mary
his espoused wife, being great with child. ® And so it was, that, while they were
there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she
brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.”

(Luke 2:1-7)

INTRODUCTION
1. A SACRIFICE
A. A Command
A DECREE FROM CEASAR

“The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he
turneth it whithersoever he will.”” (Proverbs 21:1)

A DECREE FOR A CENSUS



B.

2. A

A Purpose

“And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

A PARTICULAR CITY
A PROPHESIED CITY

“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”
(Matthew 5:18)

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from
of old, from everlasting.” (Micah 5:2)

“Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of
David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?”
(John 7:42)

SACRIFICE

“And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him

deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
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(Luke 9:23)

A.

An Inconvenient

“And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple. 33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh

not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:27, 33)

. An Inconvenient

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:
13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be
glad also with exceeding joy.” (1 Peter 4:12-13)

SACRIFICE

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

A A Incarnation

THE MEANING

“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of
the seed of David according to the flesh; 4 And declared to be
the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness,
by the resurrection from the dead:” (Romans 1:3-4)

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:

God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory.” (1 Timothy 3:16)

THE MAGNIFICENCE

“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8)

Quote: “The greatest and most momentous fact which the
history of the world records is the fact of Christ’s birth.”
— Charles Spurgeon

A Rejection

A HARDENED REJECTION
A HUMBLED PRESENTATION

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.” (John 1:29)



